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Abstract

The paper seeks to explain why in LDCs like India political parties call bandhs or general strikes which, unlike strikes in a factory, are often held as general protests without any specific economic goal to achieve. While the economy, especially the vulnerable section of its population, loses from these general strikes, it is not immediately clear how political parties gain from them. We argue that political parties call general strikes to signal their support, which determines their probabilities of winning elections as perceived by the vulnerable. The vulnerable, who are crucially dependent on political favours for their survival, in turn, are more likely to join the party which can signal more support and a higher probability of winning. 

